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Dictionary Definition 

Conformity 
(noun) 

“ Soda fought for fun, 
Steve for hatred, Darry 
for pride, and Two-Bit for 
conformity.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Leery (adj) “ We mostly stuck with 
our own outfits, so I was 
a little leery of going 
over to him, but I 
shrugged.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Taut (adj)  “ He stood there, tall, 
broad-shouldered, his 
muscles taut under his T-
shirt and his eyes 
glittering like ice.” 
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Bewildered 
(adj) 

“ His eyes were closed, 
but when the door shut 
behind me he opened 
them, and I suddenly 
wondered if my own 
eyes looked as feverish 
and bewildered as his.” 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Stupor 
(noun) 

“ I walked down the hall 
in a daze. Dally had 
taken the car and I 
started the long walk 
home in a stupor.” 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Liable (adj) “ If the judge decides 
Darry isn’t a good 
guardian or something, 
I’m liable to get stuck in 
a home somewhere.” 
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Acquit 
(verb) 

“ Then he said I was 
acquitted and the whole 
case was closed.” 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Veer (verb) “He veered off to the 
right, but I caught him in 
a flying tackle before 
he’d gone more than a 
couple of steps.” 
 
 
 

  

Editorial 
(noun) 

“That’s what you get for 
helpin’ people. Editorials 
in the paper and a lot of 
trouble.” 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Agony  “He was very still, and for 
a moment I thought in 
agony: He’s dead 
already.” 
 
 
 

  


